LEARNING   TO   READ   AND   WRITE

that little or no formal work in reading should be given
before the age of six, although exceptional children who
develop an interest at an earlier stage should be allowed
to pursue this interest.

Against this recommendation, we have to balance
the accepted tradition of English elementary education
that children, when promoted from the Infants' School
at an average age of seven and a half, should already be
reasonably well equipped with the mechancial elements
of the "Three RV

Are these two ideas incompatible? If the teaching of
reading is to be postponed to a later age in favour of the
more valuable play experiences and activities suggested
in the earlier chapters of this book, will the standard of
reading necessarily be lower? The answer seems to be
that the average standard need not be lower and it
may be higher, but we must no longer expect a
uniform standard of attainment.

Before discussing methods of teaching, it might be
wise to define in some detail the degree of attainment
that a class of forty children of seven and a half might
reasonably be expected to have reached.

The children of average ability will usually be able
to read a simple continuous story with fluency and
pleasure to themselves. They will also show some skill
in dealing with unknown words.

The good readers will have considerably more skill
and fluency, and will generally be able to read a story
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